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A second
chance at
high school

PTC
graduates
ready to
work

Principal
Michael Warren
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Everyone makes mistakes,
especially teens that are tirelessly testing their boundaries. But some decisions
can cost you more than you
bargained for, such as your
education. But a little known
organization exists right
around the corner that
works to empower those
teens and young adults who
once ventured into murky
waters but wish to come out
on top.
MYcroSchool is located
at 840 Third Ave. S, and for
three years has been working toward helping youths
aged 16-21 gain a second
chance at a high school
diploma.
“Our main objective is to
reengage students,” said
MYcroSchool
Principal
Michael Warren. He feels by
providing a school setting
that caters to the unique
needs of dropouts, or those
at risk of dropping out, not
only benefits them academically but socially as well.
The best part, it’s all free.
MYcroSchool even works
with Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority to provide
monthly bus passes to enrolled students so there’s
nothing preventing prospective students from getting
See SCHOOL, page 2

The grand opening of the SPC Midtown campus brought hundreds out to
celebrate educational opportunities in Midtown Sat., Aug. 1.



BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Just in time for the beginning of a new school year,
the St. Petersburg College
(SPC) Midtown campus is
officially open for enrollment, and local residents
and community officials
couldn’t be happier.
“We want you to stay
and celebrate with us as
long as you can,” said Dr.

Kevin Gordon, Provost to
SPC Downtown and Midtown campuses.
The rain certainly didn’t
stop the more than 1,500
people who showed up
from having fun. Entertainment was everywhere and
so was the free Boss Ross
BBQ. From the Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary
Baptist Choir to the sounds
of African Soukous music
by Amandla Tunesmith

and everything in between,
the energy was high and
the
45,000-square-foot,
state-of-the art center was
rockin’!
“Nothing better than
this,”
said
Theresa
“Momma Tee” Lassiter
who came to show her support for the event and the
opening of the Douglas L.
Jamerson, Jr. Midtown
Center. “We need this.”
Lassiter credits herself

for putting a bug in the ear
of the SPC President Dr.
William Law to get college
services in the area that is
seeing an upswing in revitalization.
“I told Dr. Law: ‘Go to
the city and instead of
building apartments or
houses, give us the college,’” she said.
Located at 1048 22nd
St. S., the creation of the
See SPC, pages 16

Activist photographers of the Civil Rights
Movement
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Before you send your children back to school, take
them down to The Florida
Holocaust Museum, located at 55 5th St. S, to receive a history lesson on
the Civil Rights Movement
through photographs.
Entitled “This Light of
Ours: Activist Photographers of the Civil Rights
Movement,” this exhibi-

tion comprised of 157
black and white photographs were taken in Mississippi and Alabama from
1963 to 1966.
Raymond Arsenault is
a professor of southern
history and the program
advisor of the Florida Studies program at the University of South Florida, St.
Petersburg. A specialist in
political, social and environmental history in the
See ACTIVIST, page 3

L-R, Robert Fletcher, Tamio Wakayama
and Bob Adelman discuss
photographing the Civil Rights Movement.

BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
With smiles on their faces,
some 160 students embarked on a new life full of
opportunity as they graduated from Pinellas Technical College (PTC) last
month.
“You all have made a
milestone in a journey,”
said Carolyn Kilpatrick, relations specialist for PTC,
“and you’re going to be
continuing further along.”
Excited students couldn’t wait to be called up to
grab their certificate. Unlike universities, PTC students can choose from a
myriad of specializations
that will send them out in
the world already ready to
do the job they were
trained for.
“You have job skills, you
have employability skills,”
said Superintendent of
Schools Michael Grego as
he congratulated the graduates and shared that 2015
was a record-breaking year
for higher education in
Pinellas. “You are able to
become employed, and that
is critical for the well-being
of this community.”
He asked the graduates
to take the time to thank
the people who supported
them and the teachers who
helped them along their
path to success. Graduates
were handed certificates
for specializations such as
practical nursing, childcare
See PTC, page 18
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High school at your pace

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that WestCare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. will receive sealed bids from
a General Contractor for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the construction of
a laundry room addition to 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with the Drawings,
Specifications and other Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the
Office of Architect Ronn Ginn P.O. Box 11965 St. Petersburg, Florida 33733, Phone 727420-8557.
Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Document at the
office of the Architect Ronn Ginn, in addition to receiving one (1) set at no charge
[NOTE: Payment for plans is at the discretion of the architect, however if architect
charges the bidders, he/she may not bill the cost of plan printing to agency.] Additional
sets may be purchased directly from Ronn Ginn P.O. Box 11965 St. Petersburg, Florida
33733. Phone 727-420-8557.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on August 4, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at the job site
which is 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713. Sealed bids will be received at
the office of the Owner: Westcare Gulfcoast Florida Inc. 1801 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg,
Florida. Bids will be received until 1:00 P.M. on August 14, 2015. A public bid opening
will take place immediately following the receipt of the sealed bids at 1:00 P.M.
All questions are to be directed to Ronn Ginn. The last date for questions to be accepted,
in order to allow time for the issuance of any addenda, is August 12, 2015.
Bids shall remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders must be
General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida
Statue Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in
any bid whenever such rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards, if
made, will be to the bidder whose bid is most advantageous to the Owner; price and
other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion of the Owner.

Mother seeking daughter
If you are female and were born in 1966
at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out
to Attorney Al & Margaret Thompson,
please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is
desperately trying to find you.
CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US



From SCHOOL, page 1

their high school diplomas.
As a public charter
high
school,
MYcroSchool works under
the same curriculum
guidelines as traditional
public schools, but with a
few intentional modifications to cater to the unique
needs of its students.
For starters, there are
two sessions to the school
day. Students can attend the
morning session that runs
from 7:30-11:30 a.m., or the
afternoon session, which
begins at 12:30 p.m. and
continues until 4:30 p.m.
“That’s to help out those
students who have to work
to support families,” Warren explained. This is a
workable solution for young
parents or students who are
on their own and need to
work in order to pay the
bills.
Although students are
still responsible to take all
Florida standardized tests,
Warren believes the MYcroSchool route is a much
better option than getting a
GED, or worse, not obtaining a high school diploma at
all.
Another difference that
the staff is proud of is the
blended curriculum as well
as letting students work at
their own pace. In-class instructional teachers are employed in every subject, but
MYcroSchool also boasts a
computer
component
where students use computers to complete course
work that allow them not to
be subjected to as much
seat time.
In traditional schools,
Warren explained that students tend to sit 180 days a
school year and work at the
pace of the teacher, but students at MYcroSchool have
the ability to quicken or
slow that pace to one that is
beneficial to their own

unique learning style. The
goal is for every student to
show mastery of a subject,
which is deemed at 80 percent accuracy on all completed assignments.
Word of mouth has
helped enroll the 204 students currently attending,
but there is still roughly 70
spaces left to be filled. Warren wants to fill those seats
and help even more youths
who may have had to drop
out of school for various circumstances get back on
track with their education
and futures.
This year a record
breaking number of graduates picked up their diplomas to a crowd of smiling
faces. And MYcroSchool
wants to accommodate as
many local youths as possible and help them on the
right path. Some graduates
go on to enter colleges and
trade schools in the area,
while others use their high
school diploma to enter the
military. But mostly they
are just happy to have accomplished their goal of a
traditional high school
diploma, not a GED.
“A lot do come in because they want that high
school diploma and they’ll
figure out their next move
later,” Warren said.
MYcroSchool services
youths aged 16-21 with a
ninth through twelfth grade
curriculum. Although no
advanced classes are offered, they provide core
curriculum in all subjects.
Extra-curricular activities
are encouraged and students 18 and younger wishing to get involved in clubs
or sports have the option of

doing so at their homebased school. They only
need to maintain a 2.0 grade
point average and be in
good standing attendance
wise at MYcroSchool.
Prospective students
can fill out a student interest
survey online at mycroschool.org or stop by the
facility and take a tour and
complete any needed paperwork right then.
“The easiest way to do it
is to fill out an application and
take care of it all right then
and there,” said Warren who
touts MYcroSchool’s open
enrollment so students can
sign up anytime throughout
the year. He hopes by inserting themselves in the
community, the overall environment of south St. Petersburg will improve.
“We know the more
people that are educated,
the less you have doing
delinquent things,” he said.
MYcroSchool is a small
school set on providing a relaxed comfortable feeling
so students feel like they
are getting the attention
they need.
“We provide an environment where they come in,
feel welcome, feel warmth,”
said Warren. “They might
have been out two or three
years, or they might have
had a bad experience, but
we try to make it a more
home feeling environment.”
For more information
drop by MYcroSchool, log
onto their website or give
them a call Mon.-Fri. at
(727) 825-3710. Sign up is
currently underway for the
beginning of a bright new
future.
See ad on page 14.
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Civil rights history lesson at The FHM
From ACTIVIST page 1

South, his studies have
taken him all over the country.
During a trip to Salt Lake
City, Arsenault discovered a
jewel in the making. “This
Light of Ours” was just starting out and had plans to become a traveling exhibition.
Through photographs of the
era, it depicts the AfricaAmerican freedom struggle
through the visions and
voices of nine men and
women who lived and
worked in the South from
1963-1968.
In 2012, the exhibit took
to the road as part of a national tour and after fruitlessly attempting to find a
location to house it here in
St. Petersburg, Arsenault finally found a home for the
photographs representing
the work of Bob Adelman,
George Ballis, Bob Fitch,
Bob Fletcher, Matt Herron,
David Prince, Herbert Randall, Maria Varela and Tamio
Wakayama.
“I came to the holocaust
museum and right from the
start they were so enthusiastic,” he said. His excitement
was evident and the importance of the moment in
bringing this program to St.
Petersburg and highlighting
the significance of the civil
rights era was not lost on the
crowd.
Last Sat., Aug. 1, three of
the nine photographers were
in attendance at the opening
reception to give a little background on their time spent
photographing the social injustice endured by African
Americans exercising their
rights as citizens.
“You’re in for a real treat
tonight,” said Arsenault who
comes from a long line of
photographers and has a
high regard for the art. He
knows the dedication and
skill needed to capture a moment in time that tells a story
for years to come.
Robert Adelman turned
to activism when he witnessed the student sit-ins.
He photographed them and
later worked for the Con-

gress of Racial Equality photographing other efforts to
desegregate restaurants and
bus terminals.
“Segregation was a strategy that the South used to
terrify our brothers and sisters who had gotten to vote,”
said Adelman who showed
some of his photos on display via a PowerPoint presentation. Guests viewed
many of his photographs,
such as a voting registration
in Alabama from 1966 in a
town some 30 miles south of
Selma, Ala. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. had been
there organizing the vote.
“The Civil Rights Movement
was the last battle of the civil
war.”
Tamio Wakayama, an activist photographer from
Canada, talked about his
own struggle with racism
growing up Japanese Canadian during WWII. “We
share a similar history,” he
said delighted to have his images displayed on the walls
of the museum.
Wakayama spent part of
his childhood in an internment camp due to anti-Japansentiment
that
ese
heightened after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Approximately 23,000 Canadians of Japanese descent
were sent to camps. After the
camps were closed down
families were not allowed to
return to their homes. Their
possessions had been sold.
“The proceeds were used to
pay for our incarceration,
what a neat trick,” he said.
Wakayama, along with
Robert Fletcher, the third activist photographer who
spoke at the exhibit, worked
with the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), which was established in 1960. Fletcher who
spends a good part of his
year in Clearwater is originally from Detroit. After
spending a night in jail for
getting into an argument
with police, Fletcher decided
he wanted to do something
with meaning. So he headed
south and became part of

the movement by joining the
Freedom Riders.
“I’d never been in the
South like that,” he said
about his initial feeling of arriving in Alabama and Mississippi. “I felt the effects of
being a black person in the
South, it really wasn’t very
comfortable.”
Those at the talk were
able to view the “This Light
of Ours” exhibit and purchase a picture book by the
same name full of history.
“Your coffee table will never
be the same if you buy this,”
said Arsenault.
If a picture is worth a
thousand words, this exhibit
is worth a college course in
history. Don’t let the summer end without taking your
children to The Florida Holocaust Museum to explore
our history and embark on
the journey that the nine activist photographers lived
through.
It will be on display
through Dec. 1. You can also
pick up a membership,
which provides a year’s free
admission to the museum
along with a number of other
museums and attractions in
the area.
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KAPPAs honor black scholars and future leaders
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER
—
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc. and Community EFX,
Inc. honored eight AfricanAmerican male scholars and
future leaders Sun., Aug. 2 at
Banquet Masters in Clearwater.
The graduating seniors
recently completed their
mentorship under the watchful eyes of LaShante Keys in
Kappa’s League Male Leadership Institute. The men are
now about to embark on the
path of putting their indelible
marks of excellence on the
21st century.
“I’m celebrating my boys
because they are worthy to
be celebrated,” said Keys
proudly.
As the young men
strolled proudly past parents,
friends, fraternity brothers,
sorority sisters and community leaders in the main ballroom, they exuded class and
stature in their white tuxedos
and shirts, black bow ties
and red and black silk handkerchiefs.
Michael Isaiah Carter,
Ger’Vontez Eva, Armand Assantez Johnson, Lonnie
Charles Lee, Demetrius
Lowe, Ashley Pickens II,
LeZaire Reese, and Christian
Robinson are men who know
the humility of struggle, of
growing up in a single-parent
household and of people
telling them that they weren’t
going to amount to much.
However, their ears heeded
the words of wisdom and
guidance from Keys.
“He was the father that I
did not have,” “I could talk to
him, reach him any time,”
“He refused to give up on me
in my lowest moments,”
were all sentiments spoken
to Keys by his mentees.
Keys’ compassion and resourcefulness held these
young men together despite
the obstacles they faced,
such as Lonnie Charles Lee
whose situation at home
flipped the script on a single
parent household.
“My dad was always
there for me, but my mother
was in and out whenever,”
said Lee. When Lee was supposed to escort his mother to
the center of the ballroom, he
walked to the center of the
room with a village of eight
beautiful and powerful black
women who nurtured him,
as his mother should have.
Eight women replacing one
absentee mother speaks volumes to substantiate the role
one mother plays in rearing
a child.
On the flip side of Lee’s
experience is the no

show/no support father. Several of the young scholars
there could attest to the challenges of that equation.
Demetrius Lowe sobbed as
he stood proudly and appreciatively with his mother.
“I couldn’t have done this
without my mother,” said
Lowe proudly as he looked
out at her from the podium.
Lowe is the one and only
African-American male to
graduate from St. Petersburg’s Collegiate IB Program
with top honors this year. He
will be attending FAMU in
the fall. As the only black
man to complete such a prestigious program, he found
himself isolated by a stifling
double standard that he felt
was unfair.
“The black kids didn’t
like me because I wasn’t
black enough, and the white
kids didn’t like me because
they thought I wasn’t good
enough,” said Lowe shaking
his head. But when his
mother caught his eye, a
smile stretched across his
face.
Michael Isaiah Carter’s
orientation visit to the University of Florida (UF) mirrored Lowe’s experience.
“When I looked around
the place and counted only
20 of us out of hundreds of
white and foreign students, it
shook me up,” said Carter. “I
was warned by former black
UF students to stay away because African-American students were left to struggle
without much help. But that’s
why I chose UF. I will be the
one to graduate and motivate
other brothers and sisters to
do the same. Go Gators!”
Even former Rattler graduates had to applaud Carter’s
bodacious spirit.
Ashley Pickens II was an
honors student who almost
derailed everything he had
worked to achieve.
“One day I came to
school and decided that I was
over it,” said Pickens II.
Whatever flipped his switch,
Keys was there to hit the reverse button. “He just wouldn’t give up on me. He just
wasn’t havin’ it!”
Pickens II got back on
the right track, and according to Keys, he had no other
alternative.
Every graduating class
has
its
inspirational
spokesman, and this group
of gentlemen was no different. LeZaire Reese brought
down the house with his rendition of “To God Be The
Glory.” The ordained minister will embark on his college
career in the fall at Clark Atlanta University.
Michael Clarke, Polemarch of the St. Petersburg

Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi,
commended all the young
men for their hard work and
dedication during their mentorship under Keys. Clarke
also thanked Keys for his
endless flow of compassion;
tough love and resourcefulness in helping each of the
young men achieve success
during and beyond high
school.
The objective of this program is to encourage the elements of achievement,
leadership, service and
scholarship for our young
men as they transition into
the next phase of the life after
high school. During the
Male Leadership Institute
program, the participants are
required to attend workshops on topics such as: etiquette, fiscal responsibility,
men’s health, financial aid,
career preparation and public
speaking. In addition, over
the years the students have
attended social and cultural
events as well as performed
community service projects.
If you are interested in
getting your son involved in
the Kappa League of Male
Leadership Institute program, Keys can be reached
at L_Keys@hotmail.com or
StPeteKappas@gmail.com.
The next new parent orientation meeting for recruiting
males in 6-12 grades will take
place at 2 p.m. Sun., Aug. 30
at 3455 58th Ave. N, the
building behind IHOP.
Demetrius Lowe is the
son of Vonda Jones and the
grandson of Gayle Jones. He
is a graduate of St. Petersburg Collegiate with both a
high school diploma and associates of arts degree. He
received the Mac J. Williams
Award and the Lawrence
Williams III Scholarship.

His interest includes football, cooking and writing, and
was the president of the
Kappa League Male Leadership Institute for two years.
Lowe will be attending
Florida A&M University majoring in criminology. He
plans to become a prosecuting attorney.
His female inspiration is
his mother; his male role
model is LaShante Keys, and
he attends Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.

A’Mand Johnson is the
son of Tina Johnson-Foxworth and the late Kevin
Foxworth. He is a graduate
of East Lake High School
where he was undefeated as
a defensive tackle for two
years in a row.

His interests include basketball, cooking and volunteering in the community. He
has been a member of Kappa
League Male Leadership Institute since the seventh
grade.
This fall he will be attending St. Petersburg College
and majoring in business. He
plans to own his own restaurant one day.
His female inspiration is
his mother, his male role
model is LaShante Keys, and
he attends St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Le’Zaire Reese is the
son of Marlon and LaKreisha
Reese. He is a graduate of
Pinellas County Center, and
was national president of Top
Teens of America.

His activities include
being in 5000 Role Models,
gospel choir, Take Stock in
Children and being on the
Multi-Cultural Committee.
Reese will be attending
Clark Atlanta University, majoring in mass communications with a minor in religion
and philosophy. He plans to
be an advertising executive
unless the Lord leads him
into the ministry.
His male roles models
are his father and grandfather, Deacon Arthur Reese.
He attends Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Ashley Pickens, Jr. is
the son of Monica Landers
and Ashley Pickens, Sr. He is
a graduate of Lakewood
High School.
He loves journalism and
has interests in basketball,

shoes and art. He will be attending St. Petersburg College in the fall and will major
in criminal justice. He hopes
to become a FBI agent in the
future.

His female inspiration is
his mother; his male role
model is Cedric Doss, and he
attends Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church.
Lonnie Lee, Jr. is the
son of Lonnie Lee, Sr. and the
grandson of Barbara Lee. He
is a graduate of Lakewood
High School.

His interest includes basketball and working out. Lonnie will be attending St.
Petersburg College in the fall
and will major in computer
science. He plans to become
a software engineer for
Google.
His female inspirations
are all the Kappa League
mothers, and his role model
is his father.
Christian Grant-Robinson is the son of Nicole
Robinson and grandson of
Christine Powell. He is a
graduate of Northeast High
School where he is only one
of three African-American
graduates from the IT program.

He will be attending St.
Petersburg College in the fall
where he will major in Information Technology. He plans
on being his own boss.






“Imagine Me…”
Two Awesome Speakers

Missionary Nicole Philip,
Pentecostal Temple COGIC
and Minister Leola Tillman,
Sisters Made of Clay
Saturday, Aug. 15, 2 - 4 p.m.
Johnson Branch Library



Now Living Victorious Ministries
PRESENTS: “IMAGINE ME”
A Men and Women Conference
Session Two Theme:
“Finding Peace with
my Past Pain” Luke 22:31-32
and Philippians 3:13-14
Contact: Missionary Valerie
Miller for more info:
(813) 562-3804

Carter boasts a 28 on the
ACT and 1760 on the SAT.
He will be attending the University of Florida this fall and
majoring in applied physiology and kinesiology. He has
plans to become an orthopedic surgeon for a professional
baseball team.
His interests include
watching sports and playing
video games. His female inspiration is his mother, and
his male role model is Marvin York. He attends Bethel
Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church.
Ger’Vontez Eva is the
son of Kesha Eva and the
grandson of Cunisia Eva. He
is a graduate of Northeast
High School where he was
able to pay all of his senior
fees and expenses himself.

He will attend St. Petersburg College in the fall
where he will work on a general studies degree. He plans
to become a pastry chef. His
interests include baking and
psychology.
Eva’s female inspiration
is his mother, and his male
role model is Officer Marrion Guess.

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”




1059 18th Ave. S., St. Pete

He loves to play football
and has a special interest in
cars.
His female inspiration is
his mother and his male role
model is Adrian Tillman.
Michael Carter is the
son of Deborah York and
Brian Carter. He is a graduate of The Boca Ciega’s Medical Magnet program. He
was the president of the National Honor Society, vice
president of Rho Kappa, vice
president of HOSA and secretary of Spanish Honor Society.
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Time to sign up for R’Club
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The first day of school is
just around the corner and
that means arranging before and after school care
for the young’uns. It can be
a daunting task for sure.
But one organization has
stood strong for decades all
around Pinellas County and
makes registration quick
and easy.
R’Club has locations in
some
26
elementary
schools spread throughout
the county. The cost is $65
a week for both before and
aftercare. It also includes
childcare for times when
school is not in session
such as teacher planning
days and holidays.
“Parents still have to
work,” said Executive Director Art O’Hara. “They
can get 11 and a half hours
of care on one of those
teacher planning days.”
R’Club serves about
3,800 kids a day throughout
the county starting from as
early as eight weeks old.
There are currently 10
early learning academies
and preschools in Pinellas
dedicated to providing quality learning opportunities
promoting physical, social,
emotional and cognitive development for youngsters
up until the age of five.
“We are pretty busy,”
said O’Hara. R’Club has
been involved in the Summer Bridge program to
help prevent summer learning loss and will continue to

have a helping hand in the
Promise Time Program,
which works with the
school system to provide
tutoring for an hour after
school to students identified as needing additional
intervention.
Coordinated childcare
is also available to middle
school aged children
through R’Club and the
21st Century Community
Learning Centers (CCLC).
The CCLC provides academic enrichment opportunities, particularly those
who attend high poverty
and
low
performing
schools. The program’s
main focus is to provide assistance in reading and
math through enrichment
activities.
Local middle schools
that currently have the
CCLC program are Bay
Point Middle, Tarpon
Springs Middle, Dunedin
Middle, Largo Middle,
Morgan Fitzgerald Middle,
Thurgood Marshall Middle, John Hopkins Middle,
Meadowlawn
Middle,
Pinellas Park Middle and
Tyrone Middle School.
R’Club aims to make
childcare affordable for
families. With a fee of $65 a
week for both before and
after school care, parents
can feel confident that their
child is safe and being
taken care of while they
work. Scholarships are
available for families in
need of a little extra assistance, but O’Hara cautions
that funds can be depleted
quickly and assistance is

given out on a first come,
first serve basis.
“Our dollars are limited
so we’ll get to the people as
soon as we can,” said
O’Hara. That means that
putting off registration and
applying for the scholarship on the first day of
school could mean a long
stay on the waiting list. It’s
best to start signing up now
so the individual center can
determine eligibility.
Applications can be
picked up and filled out at
each individual site, so
head on down to your
child’s school and get
started.
“We’re taking them
right now,” said O’Hara referring to applications for
not only elementary and
middle school before and
aftercare, but also for the
Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) program.
“It helps parents learn
how to be their child’s first
teacher,” explained O’Hara
of the home visitor early literacy program that caters
to three through five year
olds. A national program,
HIPPY aims to prepare preschool aged children with
the necessary skills they
need before entering
Kindergarten.
By role-playing the activities provided with parents, families learn how to
become more involved in
child’s
learning
their
process. The program is
free and includes a weekly
activity packet along with
storybooks and other

The Lew Williams Center for Early Learning is
one of 10 early learning centers R’Club serves.
learning material.
R’Club has also implemented a slightly new program entitled Project
Challenge. Its goal is to
help preschools and family
chapter homes adapt to
help preschool children
with disabilities become
successful in getting placed
properly in a center.
“It reduces kids from
bouncing from childcare
placement to childcare
placement,” said O’Hara.
For more information
on any of the programs
mentioned or the many
other programs and resources R’Club offers,
check out their website at
rclub.net. It has a complete
listing of all the preschool
and elementary schools
that have an R’Club site on
campus.
For more information
on the HIPPY program,
you can also call (727) 570-

Arthurene Williams, left, wife of the late Lew
Williams and Keirsten Johnson, Family
Engagement Specialist at the Lew Williams Center.
8841 for eligibility guidelines. And don’t forget to
sign your child up for before and after school care at
your child’s school. For ad

Classes start august 24

ditional questions, R’Club’s
main office is located at
4140 49th St. N, or you can
call them at (727) 578KIDS (5437).
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African-American students are not applying for
scholarships
Even if you do not have
a college-aged child at
home, please share this
with someone who does.
Pass this scholarship information on to anyone and
everyone that comes to
mind. Though there are a
number of companies and
organizations that have donated monies for scholarships to African Americans,

a great deal of the money is
being returned because of a
lack of interest.
No one is going to
knock on your door and ask
if you can use a scholarship.
Take the initiative to get
your children involved.
There is no need for money
to be returned to donating
companies because we fail
to apply for it.

Please pass this information on to family members, nieces, nephews,
friends with children etc.
We must get the word out
that money is available.
If you are a college
student or getting ready
to become one, you probably already know how
useful additional money
can be.

1) Student Inventors Scholarships http://www.invent.org/collegiate
2) Holocaust Remembrance Scholarships http://holocaust.hklaw.com/
3) Brand Essay Competition http://www.instituteforbrandleadership.org/IBLEssayContest-2002Rules.htm
4) Gates Millennium Scholarships http://www.gmsp.org/
5) Xerox Scholarships for Students http://www.xerox.com/jobs/minority-scholarships/enus.html
6) Sports Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org
7) Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund http://www.thurgoodmarshallfund.net/
8) Presidential Freedom Scholarships http://www.nationalservice.org/scholarships/
9) Guaranteed Scholarships http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/
10) Easley National Scholarship Program http://www.naas.org/senior.htm
11) Jacki Tuckfield Memorial Graduate Business Scholarship (for AA students in South Florida)
http://www.jackituckfield.org/
12) International Students Scholarships & Aid Help http://www.iefa.org/
13) College Board Scholarship Search https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
14) GE and LuLac Scholarship Funds http://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/index.html
15) CollegeNet ' s Scholarship Database http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app
16) Federal Scholarships & Aid Gateways 25 Scholarship Gateways from Black Excel
http://www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm
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ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS

2014-15
School Supply List
Note: Parents are encouraged to contact their
child’s assigned school or visit the school website
for specific supply information. Some schools send
home grade-specific information the first day of
school. The items listed below are basic supplies
and are not necessarily mandatory.
Elementar y-Primar y (K-2) Elementar yIntermediate (3-5)
• 1 pkg. (12 pack) #2 pencils 1 pkg. (24 pack)
#2 pencils
• 1 pencil box (prefer 5x8 size) 1 zippered pencil
pouch
• 2 rubber erasers
• 2 pkgs. (200ct.) wide rule
• 5 various color folders (2 pocket, 3 prong)
• 2 composition or spiral notebooks (wide rule)
• 1 box of Crayola Crayons 16/24 count 1 box of
colored pencils
• 1 pkg. (3 pack) glue sticks 1 pkg. (3 pack)
glue sticks
• 1 pair blunt scissors
• 1 pair pointed scissors
• 2 highlighters
• 1 1” 3-ring binder
Middle School
• 1 pkg. (24 count) #2 pencils
• 1 box (12 count) colored pencils
• 1 zippered pencil pouch
• 1 pencil hand-held sharpener
• 1 ruler with inch/cm. markings
• 1 pkg. college ruled notebook paper
• 12 various color folders (2 pockets & 3 prongs)
• 2 pkgs. notebook dividers
• 2 composition books
• Blue and Black ink pens (1 each brought daily)
High School
• 1 pkg. (24 count) #2 pencils
• 1 ruler with inch/cm. markings
• 6 pkgs. college ruled notebook paper
• 7 various color folders (2 pockets & 3 prongs)
• 2 pkgs. (100 count) 3x5 index cards
• 2 pkgs. notebook dividers
• 1 4-function calculator
• 1 pkg. graph paper
• Blue and black ink pens (1 each brought daily)

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705




   





  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm






Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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Class of 1973 Reunion birthday bash
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Sat., Aug 1, the historic Manhattan Casino
saw many members of The
Progressive Class of 1973
mixing, mingling and sharing stories of their glory
days. This year many of
them have, or are preparing, to turn 60 years old, so
a group birthday party was
thought of as a way to reconnect with each other.
The group’s name represents the year they graduated from different high
schools after having spent
most of their childhood education together. These are
men and women who as
they prepared to go to high
school some 44 years ago,
experienced government
mandated integration that
subjecting them to busing

to parts of the county some
didn’t even know existed.
Debra Dorsey Bynum
and Louis Brown planned
the well-attended birthday
bash.
“We were split up into
groups to go to Lakewood,
Boca Ciega, Gibbs and
Dixie Hollins,” said Brown,
one of the planners of the
event and alumnus of Dixie
Hollins High School.
In 1961 when many of
these students were entering public school as first
graders, they had no idea
that by the time they were
to enter high school they
would be sent to different
corners of the city and separated from friends they
had known all their lives.
“Our teachers told us
that if we’re going to be sitting in a seat next to a white
boy or girl, then we would
have to be as smart or

twice as smart as them,”
said Brown.
The world was changing rapidly like the conflicts, clothing and the
music of the era. Desegre-

gation of public schools
began in Pinellas County in
1969.
Brown summed up the
spirit of the group in one
sentence: “All we need to

Factoid:
The Cambodian Cease
Fire signed in Paris went
into effect on Jan. 28; the
draft ended just two
months before high school
graduation and the song
of the year was “The First
Time Ever I Saw Your Face”
by Roberta Flack.

do to have fun is to get together.”
Bynum, an alumnus of
St.
Petersburg
High
School, was on a mission to
prove that she was smarter
than her white counterparts. “I became class president in 10th grade,” said
Bynum proudly.
She talked about how
she and her best friend
challenged kids in the varsity band and got first chair.
“We did what we had to do.
The
Wysingers,
the
Dorseys, the Hemingways
– they prepared us well.”
A sense of purpose
tended to be the theme of
many high school graduates in ’73. The sense of
purpose for the birthday
bash was to get together
and celebrate a moment in
life together one more
time.
As the song “Slippin’

Into Darkness” played, it
was a reminder of a generational
changing-of-the
guards back in ’73. By 1974,
black students were starting to stream into colleges
across America for the first
time. In many instances,
these baby boomers were
the first generation to enter
college thanks to the Basic
Equal Opportunity Grant
(BEOG).
Not even the stormy
weather outside the Casino
dampened the spirits of the
Class of 1973 who were like
Brown and Bynum on a
mission—a mission to have
a wonderful time and create pleasant memories.
Wanda Stewart, one the
event hosts at the Casino,
made sure the food
dessert, and drinks were
immaculately
prepared,
and a good time was had by
all.
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Elementary Schools
Bardmoor
Lakewood
Sandy Lane
Bay Vista
Lealman
Seminole
Blanton
McMullen Booth
74th Street
Cross Bayou
New Heights
Shore Acres
Eisenhower
Nina Harris ESE
Skyview
Fairmount Park
Pasadena
Southern Oak
Gulfport
Pinellas Park
Stephens, P.B. ESE
(7 am - 6 pm)
High Point
Rawlings
Sutherland
Ridgecrest
Walsingham
Lakeview
Sanderlin

Middle Schools
(7 am-6 pm)
John Hopkins MS
*Morgan Fitzgerald MS
Tyrone MS
*Thurgood Marshall
Fund. MS
*Oak Grove MS
*Dunedin MS
YMCA – St. Pete
(727) 895-9622
Azalea
Bay Point
Bear Creek
Campbell Park
Jamerson
Lynch
Maderia
Maximo
Melrose
Mt. Vernon
North Shore
Northwest
Perkins
Pinellas Central
Sawgrass Lake
Sexton
Westgage
Woodlawn
Middle School 7-6 pm
Bay Point
Pinellas Park
Madeira Beach
Fundamental
Meadowlawn

Suncoast –
(727) 467-9622
6:30 am - 6 pm
Brooker Creek
Anona
Curlew Creek
Bauder
Cypress Woods
Belcher
Davis
Belleair
Forest Lakes
Curtis Fundamental
Highland Lakes
Frontier
Lake St. George
Fuguitt
Oldsmar
Oakhurst
Ozona Orange Grove
Safety Harbor
Plumb
Sunset Hills
Skycrest
Tarpon Fundamental
Starkey
Tarpon Springs
Middle Schools
(7- 6 pm)
Clearwater Fund.
*Largo Middle
*Tarpon Springs

*Coordinated Child Care schools

The Classes of 1970 to Host 45th
Class Reunion

L to R - Janice Wiggins, assistant secretary; Robert Starling, Jr., chaplain; Cynthia
Jenkins, president; Linda Mobley, vice president; Wanda Williams, secretary;
Willie Joyce Hall, assistant treasurer. Not pictured, Verbenia Wells, treasurer.
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Classes of 1970 will
host their 45th class reunion Aug. 7-9. The theme
is “A Celebration to Remember,” and over 80 classmates from near and far is
expected to attend this
memorable event.
The weekend activities

include:
• Fri., August 7 - Meet
and greet at the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African American History Museum, 2240
9th Ave. S, St Petersburg
• Sat., Aug 8 - Banquet
at Bascom Chop House,
3665 Ulmerton Rd., Clearwater

• Sun. Aug 9 - Church
service at Bethel Community Church, 2901 54th Ave.
S, St. Petersburg, followed
by brunch at Sylvia’s Soul
Food Restaurant, 642 22nd
St S, St Petersburg
For more information,
contact Cynthia at cmjenkins911@gmail.com

Want to be a teacher?
PINELLAS COUNTY
— When you become a
teacher, you are given the
opportunity to make a positive impact on your community while building a
rewarding career for yourself.
The American Board is
a non-partisan, non-profit
organization dedicated to
recruiting, preparing, certifying and supporting new
teachers, and they offer an
alternate teaching certification that is both cheaper

and more timeeffective than
going back to
school for a
master’s
degree.
If you have
a bachelor’s degree, then you are pre-qualified to start the program,
and could be running your
own classroom within a
year. An information session coming up next
Thurs., Aug. 13 will be held
at the St. Petersburg Public

Library North Branch, 861
70th Ave. N, St. Petersburg,
from 5-6 p.m.
Check the American
Board’s
website
at
abcte.org to register for an
upcoming session in your
area.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 




    
   
  
  
   



Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  







 


 

  








3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:



Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  





  


 

  

Pastors Dexter

 

 
 
  



 

 







Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 

 
 

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.





Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356


 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world hungry and thirsty for
the word of God. At St. Mark,
we as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Coming in August
Pre Anniversary Activities
St. Mark Celebrates 84 Years of
God’s Blessings… Standing on
His Promises (Deuteronomy
28: 1-14). Pre Anniversary Activities are starred
Aug 8 - *Pack a Snack at
Bay Vista for a Picnic/Fellowship in the Park from 1-4pm
(Activities both outside and in-

side the center)
Aug 9 - *Hat and Tie Day
(Wear your best hat/tie) during 10:45 a.m. service
Aug 16 - Right Hand of Fellowship for New Members during 10:45 a.m. service
Aug 19 - St. Mark sponsored Annual Back to School
Bash for the Child’s Park Community-6:00 p.m. Our opportunity to share the Gospel,
provide information about
Available Social Services, food
& Prizes, Coupons for Haircuts
and Hairdos and a Free Back
Pack with School Supplies
Aug 26-29 - Convening of
Congress No. 2 with Southside
Tabernacle hosting.
Aug 29 - *84th Church Anniversary Event: Movie Spectacular for the St. Mark Family,
1-4 p.m.
Aug 30 - *Shades of Orange (wear different shades of
orange) during 10:45 a.m. service Mission Emphasis Sunday:
Operation Love
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts

Friendship MBC
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
We will have our First Friday, JUMP “Jesus Understands
My Praise” Service on Aug. 7 at
7 pm in the Youth Chapel. This
Service is another opportunity
for all Mt Zion Members and
friends to come out and praise
the Lord. This will be a one
hour service of prayer, praise
and preaching. Mark your calendar for Fri., Aug. 7 in the
Youth Chapel for our first
JUMP Service.
The Mt. Zion Music Performing Arts and Choirs presents “Every Praise” Concert on
Saturday, Aug. 15 at 4 pm at
Gibbs High School. Donation is
$10. Tickets are now available
through MPAC ministries. For
more information or to purchase tickets contact Min.
Kevin Parrott on ext 275. Disclosure: The School board of
Pinellas County is neither sponsoring nor affiliated with this
event.
Please join the Singles’
Ministry on Fri., Aug. 14, at 7
pm at Bay Vista for lively bibli-

cal discussion and get scriptures to help us deal with the
day to day struggles of being
Single. Some of the topics will
be: Loneliness Temptation Fear
Self Esteem Frustration Stress
And more Where: Bay Vista
7000 4th St S St. Petersburg, FL
33705 When: Friday, Aug. 14, at
7 pm Please bring your chairs
and/or blanket along with a
dish to share. Remember this
event is open to the community,
so feel free to bring a friend.
For more information, please
contact Toni Walker at 727-4181793.
The Family Touch Team
Ministry invites you to a meet
and greet, “Make Your Way to
the Zone!” on Sun., Aug. 30
after the 10 am service in the
parking lot. Rain location will
be the 3rd floor. Come and get
acquainted with your Family
Touch Team Zones and what
resources are available to assist
you!
College Prep 101 needs
Support Team Volunteers to assist high school students and
parents in preparing for college. Come to a meeting on
Tuesday, August 4th at 6:30pm
in the Youth Chapel to learn
how you can join one of our
Support Teams in this worthwhile endeavor! For more information contact Kathie Lewis

at 727-894-4311 or at mtzioncollegeprep@ mzprogressive.org.
Get Ready to set sail with
the Sistahs Surviving Breast
Cancer
on
the
Royal
Caribbean’s “Freedom of the
Seas”, April 3rd – 10th,2016.
This is a cruise you don’t want
to miss. For more information
contact Sis. Carolyn Swanson
@ 727-215-8952 or Sis. Cheryl
Clinton @ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by keeping
us updated. If your address or
other information has changed
just check the change of address box on your envelope or
go to www.mzprogressive.org
and click the resources link. All
personal info is kept confidential and is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, contact the church office. Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion plans to hold
a
spirit
filled
revival
starting Wed., Aug. 19 through
Fri., Aug. 21. Service begins
at 7:30 p.m. The revivalist for

this year is the Reverend James
Holt, pastor of the True Faith
and Deliverance Church of our
city.
All are invited to come hear

God’s word that we need to
feed and revive our souls.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S. Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME? LOOKING FOR A CHURCH
THAT IS “FIRED UP?” The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family extend to
you a cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am. Pray for our
Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in
Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT AT 7 PM – THE
COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US IN SOMETHING REALLY
REALLY GREAT – BIBLE STUDY,
STUDYING FROM 1ST JOHN, CHAPTER 3.
AUGUST AT A GLANCE
Aug. 3-7 - Florida General Baptist
Congress - Daytona Beach, Florida
Aug. 8 – 9 am – THE 33 SERIES
FOR MEN – A COMMUNITY EVENT
ALL MEN ARE WELCOMED.
Aug. 10-12 - Annual Prayer Week
Aug. 13-14 – 7 pm - 5th Annual Family and Friends Reunion Choir Workshop, THE COMMUNITY AS WELL
AS PAST MEMBERS ARE welcomed to
be a part of this REUNION CHOIR
WORKSHOP
Aug. 15 – 9 am – THE 33 SERIES
FOR MEN – A COMMUNITY EVENT
ALL MEN ARE WELCOMED.
Sat., Aug. 15 - 7 pm - THE FAMILY

AND FRIENDS REUNION CHOIR IN
CONCERT
Sun., Aug. 16 - 7:45 am – Bishop
Zema Florence and the Holy Cathedral
Pentecostal Church 10:45 am – Rev.
Jerry B. Alexander, Jr., Pastor, Elizabeth
Missionary Baptist Church, Arcadia. 4
pm – Installation Service for St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church of Port
Tampa – New Pastor – Rev. Carressio
Reeves – Pastor Evans is asking the
Adult and Male Choirs, Ushers and
Members to go and Fellowship.
Aug. 17-19 – 7 PM - REVIVAL 2015
- Our Guest Evangelist is Dr. Marcus
Davidson, Pastor, Mount Olive Baptist
Church, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Aug. 20-21 – Pre-Back to School
Camp, Kindergarten to Grade 5, Camp
Hours 6:30 AM - 6 PM, – Registration
deadline is Fri., Aug. 14, the Community
is welcomed. See Sharon Wilson and
Gale Jenkins, who will be stationed in
the Atrium at the Camp's Registration
table. Reliable Volunteers are Needed.
Contact the Church Office for additional
details and donations (727) 906-8300.
Aug. 23 - 4 pm - Friendship is Fellowshipping with Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 2331 Hartford
Street S, St. Petersburg, Dr. Deborah A.
Green, Senior Pastor. Pastor Evans is
asking the Adult and Male Choirs, Ushers and Members to go and Fellowship
with Mt. Calvary in their Celebration.

Sun., Aug. 30 - 4 pm - Friendship is
Fellowshipping with Travelers Rest Missionary Baptist Church, 2183 22nd Avenue S, St. Petersburg, Dr. Wm. Mark
Greene, Senior Pastor. Pastor Evans is
asking the Adult and Male Choirs, Ushers and Members to go and Fellowship
with Travelers Rest Pastor's Anniversary
Celebration.
Thought for the Week: WATCH
THOSE NEGATIVE PEOPLE IN
YOUR LIFE, NEGATIVE ABOUT
EVERYTHING, THEY CAN BE SO
NEGATIVE, THAT IF YOU WERE TO
TURN THE LIGHT OUT, THEY
WOULD DEVELOP.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without
YOU! For additional information on any
of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St.
S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit
Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net &
CLICK on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the
top of the Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? Call
our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and LEAVE YOUR INFORMATION.

August at a get ready glance
Aug. 3-7 - Florida General Baptist
Congress, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Aug. 10-12 - Annual Prayer Week
Aug. 13-15 - 5th Annual Family
and Friends Reunion Choir Workshop,
everyone is welcomed to be a part of
this music extravaganza

Aug. 15 – 7 pm - REUNION
CHOIR CONCERT Sun., Aug. 16. 7:45
am – Bishop Zema Florence and the
Holy Cathedral Pentecostal Church.
10:45 am – Speaker TBA. 4 pm – Installation Service for St. Mark MBC of
Port Tampa – New Pastor – Rev. Car-

ressio Reeves – Pastor is asking for
OUR support.
Aug. 17-19 – 7 PM REVIVAL 2015
Our Guest Evangelist is Dr. Marcus
Davidson, Pastor Mount Olive Baptist
Church Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Growing pains
Growth is not always comfortable but it is necessary for us
to be our best selves and to live
our best lives. Sometimes holistic growth and development is
challenging. Every situation that
we experience in life can be an
opportunity to grow if we
choose to see it that way. Instead
of looking at our current situation as a problem, we can view it
as a challenge. Instead of seeing
crisis, we can choose to see the
opportunity to learn and grow.
One of the greatest ways
that we grow is through relationships with others (partners,

spouses, family, friends, neighbors, classmates, co-workers,
etc.). The people in our lives
highlight areas where growth
has been attained. Sometimes
we don’t know how much we
have grown until we are presented with a challenge and we
respond to it differently than we
have in the past.
People in our lives are also
God’s flashlights to show us
areas of life where we need
growth. Sometimes we think
that we have overcome a particular obstacle until a new person
presents it to us. If we react in

the same old way, then we know
that more growth is needed in
that area.
Instead of wallowing in selfpity because a relationship did
not unfold the way that you desired, see all the lessons and the
blessings that the experience afforded you. When we have
painful experiences or people
appear to hurt us, it is important
for us to process our emotions.
After we deal with our feelings,
let us move to the realization
that it was just a growing pain.
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No summer learning loss here!
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG — Childs
Park YMCA (CPY) held its annual Achieving Great Things
Community Spelling Bee Thurs.,
July 23 in their multipurpose
room located at 691 43rd St. S.
The room was packed with
proud but nervous parents all
waiting in anticipation for their
child’s number to be called to
step up to the microphone. The
walk up to the microphone was
only a few feet, but with a room
full of people watching their
every move, it no doubt felt like
a mile.
This year’s children came
from the Childs Park YMCA Academic Summer Camp, the Harbordale Y-Achievers Summer
Camp and even hungry minds
from the community. The

spelling word lists were available
for pick up at both the Childs
Park and Johnson Branch library locations.
“The CPY participants spent
time reviewing the words and actually watched the movie “Akeelah and the Bee,” to see how a
real Spelling Bee works and the
rigor of preparation it takes to be
successful,” said Executive Director of the Childs Park YMCA
Deborah D. Figgs-Sanders.
These young ones were academically focused throughout
the summer, and this spelling
bee was a way to showcase their
talents. The summer camps supports lessons learned from the
previous school year and prepares the children for the next.
And prepared is exactly what
these kids were. You could see it
in their eyes as they sauntered
across the stage. They were pre-

pared for whatever words were
thrown at them.
Doing the “word throwing”
this year was Pinellas County
School Board Member Rene
Flowers who also served as mistress of ceremonies. This year
she kept the cheating to a minimum, but still could be heard
saying the words phonetically.
Figgs-Sanders said that CPY
students spend hours upon
hours reading both independently and in reading teams
where two students read aloud
to each other. Her younger
campers are being taught phonetically and they sound out
words that help with spelling.
“Every child in the CPY
camp
is
asked
to
participate. The more they participate, the easier it is hoped to
be able to speak in front of an audience,” she concluded.

2015 Winners
Kindergarten
1st - Malia Cromartie
2nd - Desire Register
3rd - Kenadi Smith

Second Grade
1st - Malayna Mallory
2nd - Amari Hazley
3rd - Owen Cagle

Fourth Grade
1st - Michael Davis
2nd - Laci Brown
3rd - Jaden Goddard

First Grade
1st - Jayla Goddard
2nd - Nathan Paul
3rd - Aliya Hitchcock

Third Grade
1st - Jeremiah Phillips
2nd - Amaiya Washington
3rd - Makayla Miller

Fifth & Sixth
1st - Imani Pennywell
2nd - Makayla Webster
3rd - Marissa Baney
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FAMU NEWS
FAMU eyes China for sustainability FAMU research momentum
partnership
increases awards
TALLAHASSEE
–
Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical
University
(FAMU) wants to play an
important role in providing food, water and academic exchange to the
world’s largest nation,
China.
President
Elmira
Mangum, Ph.D. plans to
forge a partnership that allows China to benefit from
the groundbreaking agricultural research and academic strategies developed
at FAMU.
“We share the sense of
urgency in resolving these
issues because of the need
to find techniques that
grow food faster and on
less land, thereby enabling
us to feed more people.
We also know that the academic exchange will result
in tremendous benefits to
both China and FAMU,”
Mangum said.
Coordinated by the
HBCU-China Scholarship
Network, Mangum returned from a four-city
visit to China prepared to
explore partnerships that
will broaden the FAMU
global imprint. She joined
other HBCU presidents
who visited Beijing, Nanjing, Ningbo and Shanghai

HBCU presidents in China
looking for ways to do just
that.
The benefits of an academic exchange of students are immeasurable,
Mangum said, because of
the cultural exposure for
all involved. Also, establishing a leadership role in
the process of maintaining
a livable world is crucial to
solving the crisis.
The president’s vision
is on track with China’s efforts to increase crop
yields without leaving soil
lifeless or environmentally
damaged. FAMU is already finding solutions, according Mangum. She
points to the university’s
recent School of Environment Energy Water Good
Nexus International Sum-

mit. The conference provided an intriguing look
into how science is ensuring access to basic human
needs with the help of research.
Inner-city
farms,
rooftop gardens, unique
filtering processes for
dwindling water supplies
and award winning discoveries that take the research to the global
marketplace are all part of
the FAMU research repertoire.
China must increase its
food crops by 50 percent
over the next 20 years.
Producing more food without damaging the environment is a serious dilemma
Mangum feels FAMU scientist will help resolve.

FAMU’s Reams wins NIH spot in
health disparity exploration
TALLAHASSEE
–
Florida A & M University
(FAMU) pharmacy professor Romonia “Renee”
Reams, Ph.D. will join a select group of research scientists who will participate
National Institutes of
Health (NIH) Translational
Health Disparities Course
to be held in Bethesda, Md.
Participants will work
closely with NIH and other
key researchers to gain insight in Integrating Principles of Science, Practice,
and Policy in Health Disparities Research. The intense two-week session will
be held in this month and it
will enable participants to
advance the scientific theo-

ries that will be used to resolve the health disparities
that are plaguing minority
communities.
Reams’ extensive research and publications in
this area greatly influenced her selection. NIH
Course Director Dr. M
Irene Dankwa-Mullan welcomed Reams and stated
that her selection is a “a
tribute to you and a compliment to your work in addressing
health
disparities.”
Reams currently serves
as Co-PI on an NIH P-20
grant
that
examines
prostate cancer disparities
in men of African descent
and the high impact of this

Romonia Reams, Ph.D.
killer disease on minorities.
FAMU has a long history of collaboration with
the National Institutes of
Health dating back to the
early 1970s. Currently, the
university averages approximately $6 million in annual
research awards and
grants from the NIH.

TALLAHASSEE—
Florida A & M University
(FAMU) began the new fiscal year with a marked increase in research awards.
Vice President for Research,
Timothy Moore, Ph.D. attributes the 10 percent surge
to an energized faculty that
has resulted in the receipt of
over $47 million, a 10 percent
increase over 2014.
“FAMU researchers are
among the best in the nation. Despite their heavy instructional commitments,
our faculty continues to generate innovative research
concepts in an extremely
competitive arena. Our
clients deem this important
and have determined that
these research concepts are

important enough to fund,”
Moore said
Most recently Principal
Investigator Kalayu Belay,
Ph.D. of the College of Science & Technology received a $388,000 grant from
the U.S. Department of Defense. Belay’s research will
result in an entirely new
class of embedded sensors
and diagnostic processes
specifically designed for
highly prized and affordable
lightweight composite structures like aircraft wings.
These unique sensors will
alert engineers to cracks or
a pending component failure
before the flight begins thus
improving safety and reliability.
Researchers such as

Kalayu Belay, Ph.D.
Belay are ensuring that
clients see FAMU as the research organization of
choice to meet their innovation needs. It is also one of
the reasons for the $2 million increase in the university’s research proposal
dollars, which brings the
total to $104 million this fiscal year.

FAMU professor nominated to
American Kinesiology Assn. Board
TALLAHASSEE – The
American Kinesiology Association has nominated Sarah
Price, Ph.D. of the Florida
A&M University Department of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation to
its Board of Directors.
Kinesiology is the field
of study that examines the
human movement, performance and includes
physiology, biomechanics,
and pedagogy. Kinesiology
graduates are accounting

for increasing numbers of
medical school applicants,
as well as other professional programs such as
physical and occupational
therapy.
Association Executive
Director Amelia Lee, Ph.D.
said Price showed leadership in the field and signifies that the American
Kinesiology Association
recognizes the emerging
FAMU program, specifically Price’s leadership.

Sarah Price
She will begin her threeyear term in January of
2016.

FAMU - Auburn collaboration
promises big reward
TALLAHASSEE—
Auburn University and
Florida A&M University
(FAMU) began the first in a
series of collaborative efforts
that will positively impact
athletic performance, health
disparities among AfricanAmerican women and physical development.
Participants from both
universities shared important kinesiology findings and
fielded questions from
coaches, physical education
professors and Ph.D. candidates who discussed their research.
FAMU
Quarterback
Coach Marty Spieler was interested in presentations on
ways to improve the performance of players and
wanted to learn more. The
science also uses new analytical methods that improve
recruiting. These techniques
often used by professional
scouts will help smaller universities such as FAMU
search for athletic talent.

The importance of the
foot to the human body and
its mobility, evolution and development was discussed, as
was the arch. The group appeared to be interested in designing an “intervention”
that will create shoes that
stimulate and assist in
proper foot development at
various stages.
That idea was pitched by
Auburn Biomechanics Ph.D.
candidates
Christopher
Wilburn, who studied at
Morehouse College, and
Portia Williams, who was an
undergraduate at FAMU.
According to Auburn liaison
Mary Rudisill, Ph.D., this
joint effort provides “diversity by connecting students
and faculty through shared
collaboration, allowing the
opportunity to advance the
science of kinesiology.”
The group hopes the
Ph.D. candidates return to
FAMU classrooms to teach.
“Auburn has some experiences we don’t have and

FAMU certainly has distinctions also. Kinesiology impacts us in so many ways; we
need to expose and expand
it, especially in minority communities,” according to
FAMU liaison Sarah Price,
Ph.D.
The next step in the
Auburn-FAMU collaboration
is to move quickly to decide
the subject of a research
project.
Kinesiology graduates
are accounting for increasing numbers of medical
school applicants, as well as
other professional programs
such as physical and occupational therapy.
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SPC Midtown: Celebrating progress,
changing lives
From SPC, page 1

Midtown campus didn’t happen overnight; in fact, the
whole jump-start to the Midtown community started
some five mayors ago with
former Mayor Bob Ulrich.
Each mayor since has had a
hand in breathing life back
into the community.
“I can’t even tell you all
the countless hours we spent
together dreaming about
this stuff,” said SPC Board of
Trustees Member Deveron
Gibbons. He’s speaking of
his powwows with former
Mayor Rick Baker and former St. Petersburg Police
Chief and Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis. “And now it’s
come to fruition.”
It was an emotional day
for many. Gibbons was quite
loquacious
reminiscing
about the early days when
the 22nd Street South Corridor, which once was bustling
with energy and business,
stood empty and forgotten.
“There was nothing
there,” he said. But they
knew what had to be done.
Key officials, businesses and
concerned citizens banded
together to bring restaurants
and services to the area.
“Things don’t happen in
four or five years,” said Gibbons. “Sometimes you roll a
ball up the hill and then it
falls back and you roll it up
again.”
Today the 14 million dollar Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr.
Midtown Center is fully operational and has already
begun empowering the people to take notice. “They
showed me the tree house
and the science lab,” said
Lassiter. “I cried.”
The afternoon continued
with many speeches touting
the historical significance of
the day. Current students
gave speeches highlighting
the positive influence SPC
has had on their lives.
Alexis Clavizzao is a current student and president of
the Student Government Association at the Downtown
campus. With one year
under her belt, Clavizzao
credits SPC with giving her
hope and building her selfesteem.
“Before beginning here I
had no real aspirations,” she
said. Clavizzao feels SPC has
brought out the best in her
and praises her instructors
and the staff for pushing her
to give her all. “I had no idea
what I was actually capable
of.”
The unique college experience that SPC has given to
thousands of students at
their campuses all around
Pinellas County is sure to be

repeated at the Midtown location.
Set on changing lives,
SPC offers degrees and certificates in an array of fields.
From a typical Associate of
Arts Degree to more specialized Associate of Science Degrees, SPC has something
for everyone. Bachelor Degrees are offered in areas
such as biology, education,
nursing, veterinary medicine
and many more.
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman called Dr.
Law an amazing leader and
showed great appreciation
for his vision and confidence
in the Midtown community.
“The turnout we see here is
really a testament to the importance of this day,” said
Kriseman as he pointed out
the various businesses in the
area that were not in existence even two years ago. “It
was a place people drove to
and not just by and I think
that’s the case again.”
Grand opening sponsor
Duke Energy even got a
chance to give a shout out.
CEO Alex Glenn poked
some good-natured fun at
Gibbons extensive speech,
but kept his short and to the
point. “This is the front
porch of the community,” he
said. “This is going to be the
new thread that ties this
community together.”
But Dr. Law summed it
up best as he looked out at
the crowd patiently listening
for everyone to have their
say. “The real heroes and the
thanks is to those of you parents who brought your kids
here today,” he said.
Law sees this as a positive step to the future. He envisions families walking past
the campus every day and
coming to view it as a place
of honor and of significance.
A place where their children
will call home come college
time.
Dr. Law has been a president for a total of 27 years at
various institutions, but feels
emotionally connected to
SPC Midtown. “With the
community response today,
I am increasingly convinced
this will be the best day of
my entire career,” he said.
Six men were awarded
honorary Bachelor of Arts in
College and Community
Services degrees in recognition of their outstanding
service and support:
• Joseph Lang, SPC
Board of Trustees attorney,
was awarded one for his
strong advocacy in making
SPC Midtown a reality.
• Reverend Louis Murphy Sr., senior pastor of Mt.

Zion Progressive, for the important role he has played in
the revitalization to the Midtown community.
• Reverend Clarence
Williams, senior pastor of
Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church, for his willingness
to work for the best interests
of the Midtown community.
• Reverend Wayne
Thompson, senior pastor of
First Baptist Institutional
Church, for his continued
advocacy in education, always stressing the need to
stay in school until your

goals are achieved.
• Dr. Goliath Davis for
his continued voice in the
best welfare of residents, especially the Midtown area.
• Bruce Grimes, Real
Estate and Property Management director for the City
of St. Petersburg, for carefully and successfully leading the way through the
planning of the Jamerson
building.
Registration is currently
underway at all campuses.
Classes begin Aug. 17. Log
on to spcollege.edu/get-

started or call 727-341-3400
to see what you need to do to
become a SPC graduate.
The new campus is
named in honor of the late
Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr., a
longtime legislator and a

Florida Commissioner of Education. Jamerson, a graduate of St. Petersburg College,
was one of the most prominent politicians in the state of
Florida and a fierce advocate
for education.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What is Lutheran Services Florida?
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

PINELLAS COUNTY —
It’s never too early for children to get a leg up on education,
and
Lutheran
Services Florida (LSF) is
happy to provide a boost for
youngsters through their
Head Start/Early Head Start
program. LSF is a statewide,
nonprofit human service
agency dedicated to assisting people of all backgrounds, and has more than
60 programs throughout
Florida.
Canaan McCaslin, senior
director of Public Policy and
Community Engagement at
LSF, talked about the merits
of the early education programs and services offered
by the organization. He handles community engagement and outreach for the
Head Start programs across
the state (Duval, Hillsborough, Palm Beach and Pinellas counties).
TWC: What does the LSF
Head Start/Early Head Start
programs entail?
Head
McCaslin:
Start/Early Head Start is a
federally funded program
geared towards low-income
children and families. We
provide early education, social services, health/nutrition services and parent
engagement programs for
families enrolled in our program. We take in children
between the ages of one
and five years old, before
they enter kindergarten, and
provide them with a full-day
and year-round early education classroom experience
for free.
TWC: Specifically, how

do these programs enhance
the development of very young
children and promote healthy
family functioning?
McCaslin: Our curriculum and materials are based
on decades of research and
studies on early childhood
development and brain development. Our teachers are
certified and trained by national accreditors and programs and all have an
associate or bachelor degree.
We also have Family and
Community Engagement
Specialists that work directly
with our families as “caseworkers” to ensure that families are receiving all the
services they need. For our
parents, we have the Women
Empowerment and Male Involvement/Fatherhood initiatives that train and equip
our fathers and mothers on
parenting practices, personal
finances and workforce/career skills.
In Head Start we recognize that parents are their
child’s first teachers and
they are at the core of our
program. So we seek to empower parents and families
and equip them with the
tools they need to be self-sufficient and break the cycle of
poverty. We provide trainings and workshops for our
parents on issues that matter
to them, send parents to national trainings and conferences and engage parents in
their child’s learning by encouraging at-home activities
and parents are involved in
the governance of our program through the Policy
Council and Parent Committees.

In 2015, the Pinellas
County program was one
of six programs in the country to receive the Quality Initiative
Program
of
Excellence designation from
the National Head Start Association.
TWC: In what capacity
does the program provide
comprehensive, year-round
child and family development
services for low-income families with children ages six
weeks to three years?
McCaslin: Our program
connects children and families to health screenings
such as dental, vision, speech
and hearing. We screen children for any learning disabilities and provide intervention
programs. We also provide
nutrition services to families
and feed our children breakfast, snack and lunch each
day. Lastly, as mentioned
above, we provide a host of
family engagement programs that positively impact
our families.
TWC: Why is it important for parents to enroll in
such an early childhood education program these days?
Does it help the children better
prepared for kindergarten?
McCaslin:
Children
from low-income backgrounds face a tremendous
burden and setback compared to their peers, and
early education programs
are key to reducing these
barriers and giving them an
opportunity to enter kindergarten ready to learn and
succeed. Research shows
that if children aren’t able to
read by third grade, then
they are likely to drop out of
high school. Reading and

Rep. Kathy Castor reads to children.
learning starts at an early
age when children are infants and toddlers, and it is
important that children are
in a structured and high
quality program instead of
staying at home or with a
babysitter.
TWC: In what ways do
you assist the parents of these
children as well in their education?
McCaslin: We are working on a partnership program with Pinellas County
Schools to provide GED
courses to our parents this
upcoming year. We also pro-

vide parents with vouchers
to attend St. Pete College to
take GED courses or Early
Childhood Education (ECE)
courses.
TWC: How many LSF
Head Start centers are there
in Pinellas?
McCaslin: We have 23
centers throughout Pinellas
County, with six centers in
St. Pete. We are currently
enrolling in all of our centers
and have open slots in our
south county centers. Also,
we are always actively looking to partner with existing
quality childcare providers

within Pinellas County to expand our services and
reach.
TWC: What is personally
the most rewarding thing
about your involvement at
LSF?
McCaslin: The most rewarding part of my job is
leaving the office and going
into the centers to read or interact with the children. It always puts a smile on my face
and reminds me of why I
chose to work in this field.
For more information on
Lutheran Services Florida,
visit lsfnet.org.
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A new beginning
From PTC, page 1

center operations and network support services.
“Don’t stop where you
are today, because there’s
more things out there for
you,” encouraged St. Petersburg Chief of Police
Anthony Holloway who
was invited to give the
commencement speech.
Chief Holloway is a graduate of PTC himself.
“I wasn’t ready for college so I started exactly
where you started,” he
said. Now I have over 750
people working for me, I’m
responsible
for
over
250,000
citizens;
my
budget is about 95 million
dollars.”

He told the crowd to be
prepared for the next step
in their lives and that a person who doesn’t seek
change will never become
anything. Holloway was
awarded a plaque in appreciation for his support and
inspiration.
One graduate who is
taking the chief’s advice to
heart is Toshia Maffey who
earned her certificate in
the practical nursing program. Maffey, who is described by PTC Assistant
Director
Anne-Marie
Clarke as determined, already has her next step
mapped out. She currently
holds a certified nursing

assistant license, an associate of arts degree and an
associate of science degree. She plans to attend
Pasco Hernando State College this fall. There she
plans to pursue her bachelors of science in nursing
with the ultimate goal of
becoming a nurse.
Quoting Malcolm X,
Maffey knows the future
belongs to those who plan
for it today. She touted the
benefit of the smaller
classes that PTC has to
offer and the ability to get
to know teachers and staff
more closely. She also
pointed out the value of
those close-knit relation-

ships that give back
twofold with more opportunities to advance their careers and gain valuable
praise for the workforce
through teacher recommendations.
“The hands on skills we
get to experience in our
classroom can provide you
with higher pay in your career and more chance of
advancement,” said Maffey
as she encouraged her fellow graduates to look at
how far they have come
and start their plans for the
future today.
When thinking of the
next step in their lives,
many people think about at-

tending a state university or
even a community college.
A technical college is rarely
their first choice out of the
gate. But a technical education provides its students
with immediate skills employers look for without the
need to train or retrain, and
that’s the advantage over a
four-year traditional university.
We have made great
strides to be the neighborhood college that will work
with relevant businesses to
help employ our students,”
said “Boe Norwood, director of the St. Pete campus.
As the evening came to
a close and the graduates

and their families began to
exit the building that
stands at 901 34th St. S.,
many were undoubtedly
forming fond memories.
Perhaps it was the mature sounds of LaShay
Gary, a rising junior at
Gibbs High School, singing
the National Anthem, or
perhaps the inspirational
words of wisdom imparted
on every graduate in the
room to look for a brighter
future. Whatever it was,
you can bet their certificates are already hanging
on many of the graduate’s
walls reminding them that
they can do whatever it is
they put their minds to.

